Assertion 4- Elector’s Rights

Copy of the website link showing the 2024/25 audited AGAR and completion notice
being displayed

https://sandgate-pc.gov.uk/category/annual-returns-and-agar/

https://sandgate-pc.gov.uk/2025/09/30/report-of-the-external-auditor-2025/

Report of the External Auditor 2025

‘Sandgate Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of the audit
Annual Return for the year ended 31* March 2026

Section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Acoounts and Audit {England) Regulations 2015

1 The audit of accounts for the Council for.the year ended 31
March 2025 has been concluded.

2 The Annual Governance and Accountability Retum s available
for inspection by any local govemment elector of the area of the.
Council on application to:

Gaye Thomas
Clerk to Sandgate Parish Council
Sandgate Library

Sandgate High Strest

= 2o E=8C3&0an creen shot of website

Assertion 7 — Consideration of Audit Report

- A copy of the meeting minutes showing the authority’s consideration of the 2024/25
external auditor’s report

a)

https://sandgate-pc.gov.uk/2025/10/29/finance-committee-minutes-27-10-2025/

2. Declarations of Interest: None

3. Minntes: The minutes of the previous Finance Committes mecting on 22nd September 2025 were
approved as a correct recort
Proposed by: Councillor Michael Fitch
Seconded by: Councillor Tim Prater
Approved by all present

4. Monthly Finance Information
Tt was noted that the monthly finance reports had been circulated and that the bank reconciliation for
the current month would be completed by the ead of the week. The quarterly flaancial assessment
had also beea distributed, showing that 50.4% of the anmual budget had been expended at the mid-
year point. Members recognised that a degree of seasonality in expenditure oceurs, with higher
outgoings typically seen in Janvary for items such as Christmas lighting, watering. and planting.
1t was further noted that a small number of budget areas had incurred higher-than-anticipated costs,
particularly in relation to repairs at the foilet block, However, it is expected that with some coding

i and the her budget headings, overall expendirure should
remain broadly in line with projections.

Members agreed that the intreduction of  standardised quarterly reporting format has been very
helpful. and that with this now established, the Clerk will prepare and issue the next quarterly report
accordingly.

5. PWLB
1t was noted that the PWLB spreadsheet had not been reviewed recently. The recently received
income will now be added, and any new bonds identified and recorded to ensure the information
remains aceurate and up to date.

6.2025/26 AGAR-To receive the comments of the external anditor
It was noted that the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return (AGAR) had been circulated to
members, together with the external auditor's feedback. The auditor had raised several procedural

points for consideration

One issue related to the timing of the publication of the AGAR, noting that while the Full Council

meeting to approve the AGAR took place on a Tuesday, the document was not published until the

Thursday. Members observed that the Clerk is part-time and does not work on Wednesdays, and .
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b)

https://sandgate-pc.gov.uk/2026/04/28/parish-council-meeting-minutes-27-04-2026/
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the Library Ci i ing the most

g way to preserve and display these irreplaceable
documents.

5. Planning Committee Report
It was noted that the Planning Committee had met on 20th April and that minutes had been circulated.
6. Environment Committee Report

It was noted that the next meeting of the Environment Committee would be held on 11th May, and it
was hoped that by then positive news would have been received from DEFRA regarding the application
to designate Granville Beach as a bathing beach.

7. Finance Committee Report

It was noted that the Finance Committee had met on 20th April and that minutes had been circulated. It
was also noted that the Internal Auditor had visited the Parish and was satisfied with all financial
matters relating to AGAR 2025/26.

8. External Auditor’s Report (2024/25)

Members considered the report of the external auditor in respect of the 2024/25 financial year, as
required under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

the auditor’s in and reviewed

The Finance C; ittee had p:
the points raised. Members noted the following:

* The 2023/24 reporting period had exceeded the 30 working day inspection period by one day, and
future compliance would ensure strict adherence to the 30 working day requirement.

*  All recommendations from the 2023/24 audit report had been implemented, as had those from the
2024/25 report, subject to the inspection period requirement being met.

* A bank reconciliation report should have been included with the 2024/25 AGAR submission.
Members noted this omission and confirmed that bank reconciliation reports are regularly produced
and reported to the Finance Committee. This would be included in future AGAR submissions.

Council noted and accepted the report and AGREED the recommendations and conclusions.
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