Sandgate Parish Council Environment Committee - May 2025 to April 2026 Report - DRAFT
Purpose of Report
The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of what the Environment Committee has been doing for the past year (May 2025 to April 2026). 
Formation of Environment Committee
At the Annual Parish Council meeting in May 2025, the membership of the Environment Committee was agreed as: Susan Claris (proposed as Chair in July 2025), Peter Hickman, Kirsty Hogben, Rosa Morris and Nicola South (with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Parish Council as ex-officio members). 
Action List
The key priorities identified for the year 2025/2026 were:
· [bookmark: _Hlk149839939]Reducing road speeds in Sandgate: 20 is plenty
· Sea water quality: getting the beach at Granville Parade designated as a bathing water by DEFRA in order to achieve sea water quality testing by the Environment Agency
· Solar panels on The Boat House
· Sprucing and greening: wilding, more planting etc
Updates on Actions
Key updates are as follows: 
· 20 is plenty – following an informal consultation undertaken by the Parish Council in January 2025 which showed strong (>95%) support for a 20mph zone, KCC published a Traffic Regulation Order at the end of March 2025. This was implemented in January 2026. Speedwatch is being undertaken in the 20mph area.
· Sea water quality – over the Summer of 2025, the Parish Council undertook work to support an application to DEFRA for the beach at Granville Parade to become a designated bathing water. This involved consulting stakeholders, undertaking a public consultation and undertaking two four hour surveys to count the number of people in the water. The application was submitted at the end of October, and in February 2026 we heard that the beach at Granville Parade was one of 13 bathing waters being proposed by DEFRA, with consultation open until 23 March 2026. 
The Consultation Report stated: “Designating a site as a bathing water means the site will benefit from a new programme of water quality monitoring by the Environment Agency (the ‘EA’), with a focus on working with partners collaboratively to identify any sources of pollution and to put in place actions to address these issues, aiming to bring social, economic, leisure and health benefits to areas.”  designation-consultation-doc-final-v2pdf
ADD WHEN WE HEAR THE OUTCOME FROM DEFRA – HOPEFULLY MID APRIL
· Solar panels on The Boat House – Planning permission was granted in November 2024. We have tried to engage with UK Power Networks to purchase their portion of the toilet block but calls and emails have been unanswered. It is very possible that we will be unable to undertake this project as we need the roof area of their part of the building for many of the solar panels.
· Sprucing and greening – Sandgate Sprucing started in October 2024, and since then there has been a number of get togethers of volunteers from the community to green and tidy our village. This year work has been undertaken at Golden Valley shopping parade, Fremantle Park, Wilberforce Glen and along the High Street. Last year there was significant work done by Harmers to introduce a wildflower and bee corridor at Battery Point and the flowers there were beautiful. This Spring ADD


Finances
There is a £3,000 budget per year for Environmental Improvements. 
Spend for 2025/2026 is shown below.  UPDATE
	Item
	Cost (excluding VAT)

	Soil compost
	£120.00

	Battery point planting
	£1,000.00

	20mph banners
	£101.16

	Bench plaques
	£189.17

	Flower bulbs
	£103.77

	Sir John Moore memorial maintenance
	

	
	

	
	

	Total
	£ 1,514.10 plus SJM




Susan Claris, Chair of Environment Committee
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