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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held 13th December 2005

PRESENT:   Cllrs: 
J. Greenwall (Vice Chairman) in the Chair

Mrs J. Bailey; Mrs R. Dixon; Mrs M Wells

M. Fitch; M. Lyons; R. MacMillan; S. Whiffin

Meeting opened at 7.pm. There were 10 members of the public in attendance.  Cllr Greenwall first  introduced Mrs Julia Archer, as the new Parish Clerk, following the resignation of Mrs Jeni Lawford.  Mrs Archer was present in her own time to observe the meeting, as she does not commence employment until 1st January 2006.  Therefore Cllr R MacMillan will be taking the minutes.

1. Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs. J. MacMillan and R. Bliss. 

2. Declarations of Interest.

Councillor Greenwall declared a personal/prejudicial interest in respect of two planning applications, under item 12 of the agenda, (Y05/1371/SH and Y05/1489/SH) Councillor Greewall left the meeting whilst these were discussed.

3. Minutes of last meeting.

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2005, had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Dixon asked that under item 9 Planning, Cllr Dixon should replace Cllr Whiffin.  This was agreed and the minutes were then confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Proposed Cllr Lyons, Seconded Cllr Dixon.  Agreed Unanimously.

4. Public Questions.

Ten minutes were allowed for the public to ask questions.  All could be answered, requiring no further action.

5. Sandgate Library.

Councillor Greenwall read out to the meeting the minutes of a meeting held at the library on 30th November 2005, between Sandgate Parish Council, Cllr Mike Hill (Kent County Council), and representatives of KCC Libraries, in respect of the possibility of Sandgate Parish Council taking over the running of the library.  A letter sent by Cllr Greenwall to all present at that meeting, along with an email from KCC Staff Officer on behalf of Cllr Mike Hill was also read out in full.

It is hoped subject to acceptable financial implications to the Parish Council that the library would be handed over to Sandgate Parish Council on the 1st April 2006.

It was agreed that as long as the council are in receipt of a full financial report from KCC, that the matter be fully discussed and decided upon at the Parish Councils January 2006 meeting.

6. Parking and Highways.

Cllr Greenwall read out letters sent by the Parish Council and those received from Shepway District Council, as a result of a meeting held in Sandgate on 17th November 2005, between Sandgate Parish Council, S Gasche from Shepway District Council and a Highways Officer from KCC.

A number of problems had been highlighted in respect of double and single yellow lines, and areas where extra parking could be found.  In addition it was asked that consideration be given to making Gough Road and Granville Road one way streets, Castle Road car park to be mapped out with designated bays, the moving of the bus shelter in the High Street, and the need for crossing points near to Encombe and Castle Bay junctions with the main road.

It was hoped that most if not all these issues would be carried out in 2006.

7. Shorncliffe Redoubt.
Cllr Whiffin updated the Council on the progress with reference to securing the Shorncliffe Redoubt as a living museum and amenity to the public at large.

About three weeks ago it was discovered that property developers were approaching the MOD with the intention of buying the land for housing development.  As a result of a lot of media coverage, including a five-minute report on Meridian News, and a number of influential people being contacted and giving their support, the MOD has deferred any decision on the site until later in 2006, and subject to a number of reports being submitted.  One point that had been mentioned by them was that if they had realised the significance of the site earlier, then Martello no 9 would not have been sold.  

It was also reported that TV's Time Team are interested in coming to the area for one of their future programmes.

8. Award for Sympathetic Development in Sandgate.

Cllr MacMillan reported having been given a comprehensive report on the above subject, by Janet Holben on behalf of the Sandgate Society.  In view of its content it was felt that the document be passed to the Planning Committee for discussion and to report back to the Council at a later date.

Proposed by Cllr MacMillan, Seconded Cllr Lyons. Unanimously agreed.

9. Chairman’s Correspondence.

Cllr Greenwall stated that all the correspondence had been read out under previous matters.  However he wanted to take this opportunity to inform the meeting that today he and the Chairman, Cllr J MacMillan, had attended a meeting with SAGA.  A number of issues were raised and discussed. To be reported on at a later date.  However SAGA were asked if they would consider carrying on storing Sandgates Christmas lights.  They indicated that this may well be possible and would confirm as soon as possible.  The Chairman asked that the Sandgate Society be informed, in the hope it may help, given the change in circumstances.

10. Environment Committee Report.

The minutes of the Environment Meeting held on 6th December 2005 were circulated to the Councillors.  A number of points were raised requiring alteration.  This was carried out and the minutes accepted.

11. Finance Report.

Cllr R MacMillan proposed that the previously circulated report to Councillors on the precept for 2006/2007, amounting to £60,000, the same as last year be accepted.

Proposed Cllr MacMillan, seconded Cllr Lyons, and unanimously agreed.

12. Planning Committee Report

At this point in the meeting Cllr Greenwall left, the hall and Cllr Whiffin took the Chair and presented the following planning applications.

Y05/1371/SH  land adjoining 47, Radnor Cliff,   No Objections

Y05/1454/SH  Castle Glen, 22-24, Castle Road,  No Objections

Y05/1460/SH  26, Wilberforce Road,  No Objections

Y05/1466/SH  46, Lower Corniche,  No Objections

Y05/1475/SH  67, Chichester Road,  No Objections

Y05/1485/SH  34, Radnor Cliff,  No Objections

Y05/ 1489/SH  land adjoining 5, Radnor Cliff,  No Objections

Y05/1528/SH  Undercliff, removal of two sycamore trees,  No Objections

Y05/1427/SH  118, Sandgate High Street, listed building consent for change of use.  Objected for reasons as previously stated on planning application Y05/0962/SH, received and commented on last month.

Cllr Whiffin then informed the meeting about Y05/1249/SH  Little Mead, for which he spoke against at the Development Control Committee meeting, at which the application was refused.

13. Date of next Sandgate Parish Meeting

Cllr Greenwall returned to the meeting and Chair.

The date of the next meeting will be on 10th January 2006, at St Paul’s Church Hall.

There being no further business the meeting was closed, with everyone thanked for their attendance and wished a Happy Christmas.

CHAIRMAN   ..……………………………                     10th January 2006

