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SANDGATE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an Environment Committee Meeting held on 

Tuesday 7th July 2009
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present:
 Chairman 
Cllr Z Varian



 Councillors:   M Fitch, S Boot, G Boot, S Prater  and  A Rimmer
 
 Parish Clerk
G Baker
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

  
The meeting opened at 7.20pm
1
Apologies for absence received from Cllrs:   N Bliss 

2.
Declarations of Interest    - There were no declarations of interest.  None
Councillors and Officers present should disclose personal interests in any item on this agenda.  A councillor or Officer with a personal interest must describe and give details of the interest. Unless the personal interest amounts to a prejudicial interest, he/she may participate fully in the meeting.

A prejudicial interest is one, which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice a councillor’s judgement of the public interest. Anyone with a prejudicial interest must, unless an exception applies of a dispensation granted withdraw from the meeting room.
3.
Minutes of last meeting - That the minutes of 2nd June 2009, having been circulated were 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

Proposed by Cllr M Fitch and seconded by Cllr Z Varian and agreed unanimously.

4.
Report from Transport Advisory Group (ZV) Cllr Z Varian reported that the meeting held at 6pm   that evening had been successful.  The group will prepare a dossier of information in support of transport improvements, which will be presented to representatives of KHS in October.  Preparatory work included an analysis of Sandgate Crash data by Ian Barker; a report by Euan Williamson from Kent and Medway Safety Camera Partnership; photographic report by Lisa Williamson of buses turning across the A259 at the junction with Coolinge Lane and Radnor Cliff Crescent and a report from Cllr S Boot on Community Speed Watch.  Cllr Varian was grateful for the input from attendees and thanked Cllr Tim Prater for his insight into the workings of the Transport Cabinet and his offer of assistance with this project. The next meeting will be on Thursday 23rd July at 6.00pm in Sandgate Library. 
5.
Other Parking and Transport issues (ZV) Cllr Z Varian is still in discussion with Alan Lague, Highways Officer SDC regarding junction protection in Military Road and new parking bays.  Councillors dismissed the idea of parking bays on the Esplanade to deter lorries from parking overnight but the situation will be monitored.  SDC are proposing to undertake a review of parking and signage in Sandgate. The area on the front behind  the Sir John Moore flats needs attention and   Cllr Z Varian will confer with Cllr J Holben and the WL &OS group about this.
6.
Beach: Bathing Water Quality; Signage; Inappropriate use of Gangway; Dog Fouling (ZV)

Cllr Z Varian has received a preliminary report from the Environment Agency on the two pumping station failures last May and has asked for further clarification. In the meantime, the agency has confirmed that all the bathing water samples collected at Sandgate after the failures met the highest guideline standards.  All the samples collected so far this year have also met this high standard.  These results are now being posted weekly by SDC in the notice board on Granville Parade and Cllr Varian is also trying to get a new notice board so that they can be seen more clearly.  It was also suggested that they should be reported on the Parish website.
Councillors discussed signage for the beach and the new sign layout was agreed and Cllr Varian will obtain costing for four signs.

Since the report of vehicles on the maintenance gangway and the locking of the gate on the Riviera, Cllr Varian has arranged for SDC to empty litter bins via a different route.  SDC are investigating inappropriate use of the gangway by other vehicles (they use vans and a quad bike for engineering purposes) and the possible imposition of a permit requirement for tradesmen using the route.  
Cllr Varian noted the number of dogs on the dog free beach.

7.
Parish Plan and Design Statement (ZV) - A steering group meeting is scheduled for 7.00pm on

9th July 2009 in Sandgate Library.
8. 
Plans for Sea Festival (NM) A report from Cllr N Bliss was read out.  The programme so far: St Paul’s Church will be hosting a musical concert on Friday Aug 28th at 7.30. pm   On Saturday 29th evening there will be fireworks with refreshments and music. On Sunday the Festival will open with a service at St Paul’s Church at 10.30. am with a band and choir. At 12 noon the action will begin on Granville Parade. There will be food and other stalls. A West Indian band will be playing.  A Fire Engine and crew will be there. Gurkha children will be dancing. Activities for children will include a bouncy castle, face painting etc. The Chichester Hall and Old Fire Station will be open to the public.
9.
Advisory and other committee reports:


Chichester Memorial Hall (JH) Nothing to report

Youth and Recreation (JH) - Nothing to report
Wild Life and Open Spaces (JH) - Nothing to report
Sandgate Society (ZV) – A review of the outcome of the planning application for “Hylands” was held on Monday evening and further action may be taken by the society.
10.
Date of the next Environment Meeting:  1st September 2009

The meeting closed at 8.40pm


Signed by Chairman Environment Committee……………………………………………Date………………………



























































































































































































































































































































