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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16th October 2007

At

Sandgate Parish Council Library & Officers

James Morris Court 

Sandgate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present:

Chairman Cllr G Boot



Cllrs. 
S Boot S Whiffin  J Bailey N Mounteney J Jemmett



M Fitch


Parish Clerk

Mrs G Baker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Public Questions (20 mins) before the start of the meeting.

Twenty minutes have been set-aside for the public to ask questions of the Council.  Each member of the public wishing to put a question will inform the Parish Clerk at the time of their arrival at the meeting and questions will be put accordingly.  Speakers will be allowed a maximum of two minutes to put his or her question.  The Parish Council will endeavour to answer any question put to them within the time limit of two minutes, but may have to contact the questioner at a later date with an answer, or consider placing the matter on the agenda for the next meeting for a more lengthy discussion.

.  The Parish Council endeavoured to answer all questions put to them.

The Chairman G Boot opened the meeting at 7.20 pm. There were 22 members of the public in attendance.

1.
Apologies for absence Cllrs J Holben, H Marshall R Dixon and Z Varian
2.
Declarations of Interest - None
Councillors present should disclose personal interests in any item on this agenda.  A councillor with a personal interest must describe and give details of the interest. Unless the personal interest amounts to a prejudicial interest, he/she may participate fully in the meeting.

A prejudicial interest is one, which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice a councillor’s judgement of the public interest. Anyone with a prejudicial interest must, unless an exception applies of a dispensation granted withdraw from the meeting room.

3.
Minutes of last meeting - That the minutes of 11th September 2007, having been circulated, 
were corrected and signed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
Six months have passed since the new council’s installation and the Chairman delivered a brief state of the principality overview.  Items covered were - 

Continued Free Parking.
Review of Yellow lines is well under the way.

No chipped bins - pressure on Shepway for weekly collections of rubbish.

Better policing - 5 year match funding agreement signed for PCSO to start soon.

Six new litter bins ordered - to be located at hot spots in the district and emptied free of charge by Shepway.

Pressure on council to serve section 215 notices on derelict property.

Keep footpaths open and clear (voluntary task force being formed)

Cleaner beaches - maybe bylaws - new litter bins will assist.

Planning Committee doing an excellent job - don’t succeed all the time.

Control of communal areas - Military Road recreation ground, Village Green, land in Wilberforce Road and Battery Point all under review and maybe transferred to Sandgate Parish soon.

Chichester Hall - following through with the Charities Commission and Shepway District Council.

Golden Valley shopping centre car park - saved from use as a builder’s yard for 18 months.  

Hanging baskets and planters best since the parish council formed.

Public toilets - closed by Shepway District Council - now reopened and will be open all year round.

Co-operation with the Sandgate Society and residents Advisory Groups for the Sandgate Design Statement etc.

On budget for year - despite government spending cuts.

.

5.
Chairman’s Correspondence - The Chairman’s correspondence was read and noted.

6
Kent Village of the Year - Cllrs N Mounteney and J Holben will be the new representatives 
regarding the Sandgate entry next year.
7
Newsletter - the newsletter letter is well on its way and should go out late November, the costs 
are within budget.
8
Pedestrian Crossing - Sandgate Esplanade - Cllr G Boot had received correspondence back 
from Kent Highways and the cost of a pedestrian crossing would be £100,000 approx. 

An alternative regarding narrowing of the road (by Brewers Hill)l to be followed up by Cllr G 
Boot.
9
Post Office - Cllr Boot informed the councillors a petition and letters regarding the closure of 
the Golden Valley Post Office were in the Library for anyone wanting them.
10
New Coat of Arms - KCC has approved the grant of £2,700 regarding the insignia.  
Cllr S Whiffin Proposed this be deferred until the next Parish Meeting the motion was not carried.
Cllr G Boot proposed the grant be accepted to produce an insignia for Sandgate.

Proposed by Cllr G Boot, seconded by Cllr M Fitch this was carried by 5 votes for and 2 against.

11
Palm House Antiques - Cllr S Whiffin updated the council saying Cllr J Holben as a District 
Councillor would investigate and report back to the council on what action can be taken (with an 
outcome of a conversion of the property  to a shop and flat) 
12
Communal Land Transfers - Cllr G Boot informed the council good progress was being made 
regarding his meetings with Shepway District Council and he should have more news for the next 
meeting.
13
Village Sign - Enbrook Valley  - Cllr N Mounteney informed the council the sign would soon be 
ready.
14
Community Chest - Cllr S Whiffin informed the council Cllr J Holben would discuss this with 
the Sandgate Society and report back to the council.
15
Village Design Statement update - Cllr Whiffin informed the council the Village Design 
Advisory Group were making progress and the public were being invited to join in.
16
Litter Bins - It was proposed 6 new bins in a durable material would be purchased.
Proposed by Cllr S Whiffin, seconded by Cllr N Mounteney and agree unanimously.

17
Environment Committee Report - Cllr S Whiffin Chairman of the Environment Committee  
reported back on the Committee Meeting held on 2nd October 2007
18
Finance Committee Report - Cllr N Mounteney Chairman of the Finance Committee reported 
“we were running in accordance with the budget”.

Cllr N Mounteney requested that any surplus money from the summer be spent on winter plants 
for the containers along the Esplanade.

Proposed by Cllr N Mounteney, seconded by Cllr J Jemmett and agreed unanimously.

. 
19
Planning Committee Report - Cllr S Whiffin, Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee 
updated the Parish Council on planning applications dealt with since the last Parish meeting, 
	Application No
	Location
	Detail
	Decision

	Y07/0684/SH
	Lister Hse and Helena Hse Sandgate Esplanade Sandgate
	Erection of a five storey block including semi-basement garaging to provide 14 flats together with alterations to existing vehicular access provision of new pedestrian access and associated parking following demolition of existing dwellings (Re-submission of Y07/0064/SH)
	Should you wish to make any comments I would be please to receive them in writing within 14 days of the date of this letter (29 8 07)

Received the following
 10 9 07

This will be considered by the Development Control Committee at its meeting on 18 9 07 at 7pm.

	Y07/1178/SH
	Saga Pavilion Enbrook Park Sandgate High Street
	Extension to existing car park to provide 11 additional spaces
	Received 10 9 07

Comments by 27 9 07
No Objection

	Y07/1181/SH
	Clarendon Inn Brewers Hill Sandgate
	Erection of a single storey smoking shelter extension to the front
	Received 12 9 07

Comments by 1 10 07

No comments due to H Noonan being an previous councillor

	Y07/1203/SH
	Sycamore Helena Corniche Sandgate Folkestone
	30% crown reduction and crown lifting of 4 sycamore trees the subject of tree preservation order number 2 of 1987
	Received 18 9 07

Comments by 4 10 07
No Objection

	Y07/1214/SH
	16 Bybrook Field Sandgate Folkestone
	Crown reduction of 3 Hawthorne Trees & 8 Sycamore Trees the subject of Tree Preservation order No.3 of 1973
	Received 24 9 07

Comments by 

10 10 07

No Objection



20
Personnel Committee Report - There was no personnel business to report.
21
Precept - Cllr G Boot informed the council a letter had been received regarding next year’s 
precept which he would expect to be the same as previous years.
22
Information  - a requested had been received regarding Christmas lights for the Sandgate Parish - 
Cllr N Mounteney agreed to make enquiries and report back at the next meeting.
23.
Date of next Sandgate Parish Council meeting

It was agreed the next meeting of the Council would be held at 7.00pm 


on Tuesday 13th November 2007  at  Sandgate Parish Council and Library/Offices, Sandgate 
High Street, Sandgate, Kent
The Clerk will publicise this date in the notice boards and in the Library.

24
Exclusion of Press and Public -

Charity Commission

Parks and Garden Charity
This item was deferred until the next meeting.
The meeting closed at 8 45pm.
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