
[image: image1.png]



PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12th Jun 2007

At

Sandgate Parish Council Library & Officers

James Morris Court 

Sandgate

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present:
Chairman 
Cllr G Boot

Cllrs. 

Cllrs J Bailey, S Boot, R Dixon, M Fitch, J Jemmett, H Marshall, 

N Mounteney,  S Whiffin, Z Varian

Parish Clerk  Cllr J Bailey 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Chairman Cllr Boot opened the meeting at 7.30pm. There were members of the public in attendance.

The Chairman requested that it be Minuted that Cllr J Bailey would be acting as the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer for the Meeting.

Proposed by Cllr G Boot, Seconded by Cllr H Marshall and Agreed Unanimously

1.
Apologies for absence

Cllr J Holben sent her apologies

2.
Declarations of Interest
No Councillors made any Declarations of Interests.

3.
Minutes of last meeting

That the minutes of the Meeting held on 10th April 2007, having been circulated, be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Proposed by Cllr Bailey, Seconded by Cllr Dixon and agreed unanimously

A Motion was moved by the Chairman Cllr Boot to move item no 13 on the Agenda to be moved to be the next item on the Agenda.

Proposed by Cllr H Marshall, Seconded by Cllr S Boot and agreed unanimously

13.
A resolution to reclassify Sandgate from a Parish to a Town Council (deferred at the APCM) (GB)

Cllr G Boot stated that, as the original Councillor to Move this Resolution and in view of the obvious interest in this matter, the representations made this evening and the Petition   handed to the Council, he proposed an Amendment to the resolution to defer any decision on this Resolution until we have had an opportunity of examining the Petition and carried out further research with regard to the reclassification.

Proposed by Cllr G Boot, Seconded by Cllr H Marshall and agreed by all with the exception of a Disagreement by Cllr S Whiffin and Abstentions from Cllrs J Bailey and R Dixon

The Meeting was adjourned at 7.38pm to allow members of the public who did not wish to stay for any further Agenda items to leave the Meeting.  The Meeting reconvened at 7.45pm

4.
Chairman’s Correspondence

The Chairman’s correspondence was read and noted.

· Letter from KAPC regarding training programme (Councillors to apply)

· Details of Triangle Awards Meeting

· Invitation from Folkestone Town Council for Sandgate Councillors to attend Canada Day on Monday 2nd July at 11.30 and the Mayors reception afterwards (6 Cllrs stated they wished to attend)

· Letter from Paul Johnson, addressed to Cllr R Dixon, regarding illegal gill fishing off Sandgate beach

· Letters from Sandgate Society regarding ‘Sandgate’ entry informative signs, speed of police cars through village (Cllr G Boot to write letter of concern to authorities)

· Safer Kent Awards – nomination for awards notices

· Memorandum from Mrs Rene Martin regarding the change of status from Parish to Town

· Letter from Kenwood Trust regarding appeal for funds under section 22 – copies to be forwarded to Cllrs

· Letter from Local Crime Community Sentencing request to attend a meeting to talk about Crime and Sentences Offenders receive – to be invited to attend an Environment Meeting by Cllr S Whiffin

5.
Approval of 2006/7 accounts.

As a copy of the audited accounts had not been circulated to members of the Council it was proposed to defer this item until the next meeting

Proposed by Cllr H Marshall, Seconded by Cllr S Whiffin and agreed unanimously

6.
Completion of Section 2 of the Annual Return 2006/7 Accounts

As a copy of the audited accounts had not been circulated to members of the Council it was proposed to defer this item until the next meeting

Proposed by Cllr S Whiffin, Seconded by Cllr N Mounteney and agreed unanimously

7. PCSO for Sandgate and Funding.

Cllr G Boot stated that he was awaiting confirmation of the details of an appointment of a PCSO having responded to the Police Authority letter regarding the joint funding of this project. This item has been budgeted within the accounts. Some discussion took place regarding the cost implications, amount of funding and length of contract.  It was proposed that we now proceed with this funding as agreed, subject to the terms and conditions of the appointment.

Proposed by Cllr G Boot, Seconded by Cllr S Whiffin and agreed unanimously

8. Proposal to open the Library Saturday Morning (11am - 12 30pm) for a monthly Dist 
Cllr Surgery. (JH)

Cllr G Boot reported this matter had been discussed at the Library meeting this week and it had been stated that a member of Library staff would have to be in attendance whenever the Library was open.  As neither the Library nor the Parish Clerk were prepared to staff this opening it would not be possible to pass this proposal without incurring the cost of extra staff.  It was suggested that an alternative venue could be looked into and Cllr G Boot would write to the Sandgate Society to see if their premises could be utilised. 

9. Change of formula for public questions. (RD)

Cllr Dixon requested a review in the format of question time as many complex issues were addressed resulting in time for only a few questions and could questions be limited to a set number of 3 or 4.  Cllr G Boot asked where the question time should be – at the beginning or the end of the meeting.  Cllr Marshall suggested that both the question and the answer time for each item is limited and must be a question. It was proposed that the person wishing to ask a question notify the Parish Clerk on arrival at the meeting that they wish to do so and those questions would be taken in rotation.  Each person would be allocated 2 minutes to ask a question and make no statement and the Council shall have 2 minutes to respond to that question.  Question time will be extended to 20 minutes allowing for 5 questions.


Proposed by Cllr H Marshall, Seconded by Cllr N Mounteney and agreed unanimously

10
Adoption of the Local Authorities
(Model Code of conduct) order 2007 (SI No 1159)


(Copies given to all councillors at last meeting)


It was proposed that we adopt the Local Authorities
(Model Code of conduct) order 2007 (SI No 1159)


Proposed by Cllr M Fitch, Seconded by Cllr S Boot and agreed unanimously
11 Furniture on the road outside 63 Sandgate High Street. (RD)

Concern was expressed over the blocking of the footpath outside this shop. A general discussion took place regarding the rules be applied to all traders in Sandgate.  It was considered that the same standard of reason should be applied to all furniture/signs on footpaths.  Cllr G Boot said that he would have an informal discussion with the owner.  It was proposed that this item be deferred to the next meeting when Cllr G Boot will have had the opportunity to speak informally with the owner.

Proposed by Cllr B Boot, Seconded by Cllr H Marshall and agreed unanimously
12 Sandgate Design Statement (JB)

Cllr Bailey explained that a design statement would become an approved document and assist the Council in Planning issues.  It was a large project and would be an ideal agenda item for an Advisory Group where members of the public could also be involved in the design. Cllr Marshall expressed concern over any cost implications and that possible funding should be requested from Shepway District Council.  Cllr G Boot said that he would write to Shepway District Council to seek any funding opportunities or Officer assistance. It was proposed that the Council agree that the idea of compiling a Sandgate Design Statement be put forward as an agenda item on the Planning Committee Advisory Group to investigate cost implication and further information and report back to Full Council.
14. Planning applications (Public Viewing).

Cllr Whiffin requested that a decision be taken regarding the disposal of planning applications after decisions being taken by the Council.  It was proposed that Plans attached to applications be available for Public viewing only up until a decision has been be made at the Planning Committee after which they shall be returned to Shepway.

Proposed by Cllr S Whiffin, Seconded by Cllr N Mounteney and agreed unanimously
15.
Environment Committee Report

Cllr S Whiffin introduced the report giving details on items discussed.  A discussion regarding the necessity for one councillor to stand down from the Committee Membership took place. It was proposed that the Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held on 5th June 2007 be accepted. 

Proposed by Cllr S Whiffin, Seconded by Cllr Z Varian and agreed unanimously

16.
Finance Committee Report

Cllr Mounteney reported that the Accounts have been returned from the Auditors and will be available for viewing.  Cllr Mounteney stated that she would be available in the library on  Mondays and Fridays between 11am and 12 in order that anyone interested could inspect the accounts.  Cllr G Boot requested that the accounts be copied and sent to every councillor.  The Budget, which had been prepared by the previous administration, had only just been received and is to be reviewed by the Finance Committee and presented to the next Council Meeting.  The state of the planters on the sea front and the cost of replanting and maintenance by Long Acre was discussed.  A proposal was made that Long Acre be engaged at a sum of £550 to replant and maintain these planters for the remainder of this year.

Proposed by Cllr N Mounteney, Seconded by Cllr J Jemmet and agreed unanimously
17
Planning Committee Report

Cllr Dixon introduced the Report giving details on the items discussed. Cllr Marshall enquired if Shepway District Council had made a Conservation Audit of which the Council should have a copy. It was proposed that the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 5th June 2007 be accepted.

Proposed by Cllr R Dixon, Seconded by Cllr J Bailey and agreed unanimously

18
Personnel Committee Report

There was no report, as the Personnel Committee had not had a meeting.  Cllr Bailey requested that a meeting of the Personnel Committee be arranged, as there were items that required discussion.  This was arranged to take part after this meeting.

19.
Date of next Sandgate Parish Council meeting

The next meeting of the Council is to be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 10th July 2007 at Sandgate Parish Council and Library, Sandgate High Street, Sandgate. The Clerk will publicise these dates on the website and in the notice boards

20.
Exclusion of the Public


There were no confidential items to be discussed.

.

There being no further business the meeting closed at    8.50pm

Member of the Council   ..……………………………                  Date ……………… 

(Or Chairman)
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